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company across the Pyrenees. Twenty dragoons were
given him as escort, and he and the commissary set out
in a chaise.

They had not proceeded far before Flotte perceived
that they were followed by other troops besides those
guarding them. Flotte fearing that something was meant
by this, slipped a pocketbook into the hands of the com-
missary, requesting him to take care of it. Shortly after-
ward the chaise was surrounded by troops, and stopped;
the two travelers were made to alight. The commissary
was ordered to give up the pocketbook, an order that
he complied with very rapidly, and Flotte was made
prisoner, and escorted back to the spot he had just left.

The news of this occurrence reached the King on the
12th of July, by the ordinary courier from Madrid. The
King informed M. d'Orle*ans of it, who, having learned
it by a private courier six days before, affected neverthe-
less surprise, and said it was strange that one of his
people should have been thus arrested, and that as his
Majesty was concerned, it was for him to demand the
reason. The King replied, that in fact the injury re-
garded him more than M. d'Orle*ans, and that he would
give ordei's to Torcy to write as was necessary to Spain.                                    li

It is not difficult to believe that such an explosion
made a great noise, both in France and Spain; but the
noise it made at first was nothing to that which followed.
A cabal was formed against Monsieur le Due d'Orle*ans.
It was said that he had plotted to place himself upon the
Spanish throne, by driving out Philip V., under pretext
of his incapacity, of the domination of Madame des
Ursins, and of the abandonment of the country by France;
that he had treated with Stanhope, commander of the
English troops in Spain, and with whom he was known
to be on friendly terms, in order to be protected by the
Archduke. This was the report most widely spread.
Others went further. In these M.d'Orle*ans was accused
of nothing less than of intending to divorce himself
from Madame la Duchess d'Orle*ans, as having been mar-
ried to her by force; of intending to marry the sister of
the Empress (widow of Charles II.), and of mounting
with her upon the Spanish throne; to marry Madame